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Papal superior. But William refused to
interpret the transaction in this way, and
the claim was dropped. It was accepted by
Henry II. in the case of Ireland, of which he
received the lordship (not the kingdom) from
Hadrian IV.; but Edward I. would not
consent to take, npr Robert Bruce to hold,
Scotland by the same tenure. The claim
to give a kingdom was easily made, and
nothing was lost if nothing came of it. In
the English case, however, the Popes are
seen at their best. The feudal superior was
bound to protect his vassal, and this was
honestly done during the minority of John's
son, Henry III. England was better ruled
under the disinterested influence of Rome
than in Henry's later life, when Pope and King
demoralised each other to the grave injury of
our country. But England was not long
to submit to this dubious authority. It was
soon ignored and the tribute remained unpaid,
and finally, in 1366, was repudiated by Parlia-
ment wMfen Pope Urban V. was unwise enough
to renew the demand.

Extensions of English rule both expanded
and contracted the area of the English
Church. Ireland, where in the eleventh
century, bishops had sought consecration
from Canterbury, as a stable see and one with